
 

Mawdesley and Neighbouring Villages u3a

 26th June 2026

 

Where am I?

 

*****

Following  the Bobby Moore photo last week, we wondered if any of our members were actually at Wembley to witness the historic event in 1966.

Prospero was at Wembley that year, but for the FA Cup final when Everton beat Sheffield Wednesday.

*****

*****

From Choirboy to Mass Murderer.

That’s the subject for the next History session which will be presented by Elwyn on June 8th at MVH 2-4pm

The topic covers the rise of Joseph Dugashvili, otherwise known at Stalin, the Man of Steel.

Elwyn (pictured at age six) was in the school choir and still tries to sing with the local ukulele group The Strummers.

That’s where, hopefully, the similarity with Stalin ends!

The session will focus mainly on how Stalin succeeded Lenin and completely outmanouvered the hot favourite Trotsky. 
It’s a fascinating story.

 

****

Walking Group

Sawley Walk

Due to the hot weather the walk and lunch at Sawley has been postponed until Thursday July 9th.  The walk is 5 miles long over fields and paths.  There are a few space left, if you would like to come please contact Hazel Taylor by Wednesday 1st July.  

 

*****

Philosophy Group

 

 

Philosophy of History,

Tuesday 7th July,10am, main hall.

Philosophy studies History with the objective of identifying elements of progress in human beings and the world that exists in which they live.The word PROGRESS of course needs some definition.

.As I write this the UK PM has just resigned,USA prepares to attack Iran and world Economies are in a state of flux! It does seem that history here is plunging us into areas of personal concern ....indeed we are integrally part of the latest processes of what will become documented history. 

Past philosophers have also witnessed societal/ political change and made comments on human development : Hegel,Durant,Russell,Harari (present day),Popper, and theologians too.(.well can it be Gods plan?.) 

It should be interesting ---and informative.I hope you can attend,..

Coffee at half time.

John Latham

 

*****

Walking with Alpacas

We now have a date - Saturday 8th August at 10.00

There is no charge but donations are appreciated and there will be a charity box available.

Please let me know if you would like to come along as numbers are limited.

Alpacas

*****

 

Eco Town Renewables

Several members have asked about us arranging another visit to the Leyland Eco Town facility.

I have been in touch with them and they have a number of Open Days coming up.

Please let me know if you are interested and I will book us a tour.

Christine 

Eco Town

*****

 

Photography Group

 

The Photography Group present a  'Workshop on Slide Show Presentations and Black & White Photography' next Tuesday, 30th June in the Annexe at the Hall between 1.15-3.00pm (please use the side entrance). Noel Morgan will give a short talk on the use of Pix to Exe 
software for producing slide shows of digital images, then ........ David Roby will demonstrate the use of Silver Efex Pro software to convert images into B & W (part of DxO’s Nik Collection of plugins for Lightroom and Photoshop, also integrates with Affinity and other Raw 

conversion software). The November Exhibition will feature a section on Black & White Photographs. A handout on Black & White photography will be available at the meeting. All u3a members welcome, cost £3.00.

 

 

*****

 

*****

Hampshire Holiday Quiz with answers

 

PROSPERO’S QUIZ No. 81

End of the month - June

1. From 5th-7th June what Romany and Traveller gathering was held?

2. The Summer Solstice is celebrated on which date?

3. What are June’s birth flowers?

4. ‘June is Bustin’ out all over’ is from which hit musical?

5. This ‘Seven Year Itch’ star was born on June 1st 1926. Who is it?

6. What major event happened in China on June 4th 1989?

7. The chain of events that led to the resignation of Richard Nixon, began with the arrest of five men, on June 17th 1972. What did the scandal become better known as?

8. What is June’s birthstone?

9. What is the sign of the zodiac for someone born on June 22nd?

10. What dystopian novel about Big Brother was published on June 8th 1949?

*****

Poetry Corner

The poem was inspired by our u3a trip to the motor museum at Beaulieu whilst on the A30 road during our Hampshire holiday.

The road is on an old Roman road that runs straight for about seven miles.

The long and endless road that’s straight for miles on end.

Will lead me to your home, to my love, my joy, my friend.

No more we’ll be apart, we’ll sing our song together.

No cloudy skies above just joyful days forever.

Those dark times left behind with tears along the way.

Replaced with good trips out arranged by Joan and Kay.

Ralph R

Note:

With a nod to the Beatles.

 

*****  

 

ANSWERS TO QUIZ 81

1. Appleby Horse Fair.

2. 21st June.

3. Roses and Honeysuckle.

4. Carousel.

5. Marilyn Monroe.

6. The shootings in Tiananmen Square,  Beijing.

7. Watergate.

8. Pearl.

9. Cancer.

10. 1984.

 

*****

Where was I?

The new Preston tram bridge over the River Ribble linking Avenham Park.to Penwortham  It was opened on May 22nd to replace the old bridge that had become unsafe. 

************************************************************

The events below are in our neighbouring villages but not u3a

MAWDESLEY OPEN GARDENS 2026

Sunday 28th June

 

Programmes are now on sale at the SPAR 

£5.00 (under 16s free)

 

We hope you will come and support this great annual event, 

Plant sales and refreshments available

 

All proceeds go towards the maintenance of the Millennium Green

 

*****

 

 

The newsletter is compiled and published by the press team.

Thank you to all members who have contributed to this publication

*****

 

 

 

This email was sent by Beacon on behalf of newsletter.u3amawdesley@gmail.com
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