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                                              MINUTES
                                                    Committee Meeting
                                            Wednesday, 15th April, 2026

Present:
Stuart Kirkman (Chair)		Marie Gornell			Janice Parr
Robert Baker			Michael Jolley			Ted Southworth
Jane Clarke			Veronica Murphy		Kate Williams
Roger Darling			Stephen Doyle		
			
In Attendance:
Kay Kirkman for item 6.
										
1. Apologies   
Apologies for absence were received from Jim Farrell, Sue Jones and Irene Molyneux.

2. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 18th March 2026 were agreed as an accurate record and signed by Stuart.

3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

4. Business Secretary’s report for February
The following document was forwarded to committee members –
· U3a Friends Newsletter for March

The following document was received by designated officers –
· April update for U3as

As we have been using the Beacon system for six years it is required by the General Data Protection Regulations that all non current records that are more than six years old be deleted. Frank Blundell enquired whether the committee had an issue with him undertaking this. It was agreed that Jane would inform Frank that the committee has no issues with this.

5. Treasurers’s Report
Roger went through the figures which he had previously circulated to the committee.



6. 20th Anniversary Celebrations Update
Kay gave an update on the 20th anniversary celebrations. The event, which is due to be held on Sunday, 12th July at the Cricket Club, will commence at 2.30. 180 tickets are to be printed and must be paid for at the time of booking. The tickets will stipulate that the gates open at 2pm and there will be someone on the door to check tickets. Someone will be designated to organise car parking on the day. There will be 18 tables, each of which will accommodate 10 people. There will be an afternoon tea which will be catered by a firm from Southport called Divine Catering. Entertainment will be provided by Phil Shotton’s quartet called Café Society. Lyndsey and her singing partner Marie will also perform. There will be a history of our U3a and the event will be advertised in the newsletter in early May. Tickets will go on sale late May.

7. New Members’ Lunch
The New Members’ Lunch took place on Wednesday, 25th March and followed the same format as previously. It was very successful. Stuart reported that he was in receipt of a thank you letter from one of the new members.

8. Update of Inventory
The inventory of equipment will require updating in the near future. Stuart will designate a member of the committee to complete this task.

9. Future Plans
Several changes will require to be made to the committee membership in the future and this was discussed and plans are in place.  Jim Farrell has unfortunately had to withdraw from membership of the committee due to personal reasons. 

10. Membership Secretary
Carole Cook has been our Membership Secretary for several years but has decided that she will be standing down from this role in October. Discussion took place regarding her replacement.

11. PAT Testing
PAT testing took place on Wednesday, 1st April. We are now in possession of a certificate for MVH and a list of appliances. The invoice has been sent to Roger. Stuart reported that a spare printer that had been donated to us by a member had to be thrown away as the ink cartridge had leaked and the printer was beyond repair.

12. June Committee Meeting
As some members of the committee are on the U3a holiday in June it was decided to cancel the June Committee Meeting.

13. Any Other Business
Stuart reported that he is in the process of completing the annual return to Trust Headquarters in order that the correct amount of capitation fee can be paid.

Date of next meeting:  Wednesday, 20th May, 2026
J. Clarke
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