CHAIR’S REPORT FOR AGM 22ND OCTOBER, 2025

Let me remind you of my “Chair’s U3a Mottos” –

1. For us to be inclusive, not exclusive

and

2. To show enthusiasm for life in retirement

And to share with you how we have tried to do this over the last twelve months –

1. We have maintained our membership at over 1,000
2. We have run over fifty different groups ranging from groups which involve continuance of education, social activities, to a wide range of sports. This fits neatly with U3a’s ethos of “Learn, Laugh and Live”.
3. Our latest new group is ‘canoeing and kayaking’.

All these groups could not exist without our group leaders and I thank them for their efforts.

Yet again a number of holidays have been run which involves considerable administration and supervision and I thank all the organisers of these holidays. One of the ways that makes our U3a somewhat different is our Wednesday ‘social mornings’. Most U3as do not do this and, we feel, lose out on the social element of U3a. With this in mind I wish to thank all the people who make this happen, from Brenda and Irene who organise and run the teas and coffees, to all the members who look after the booking tables and help to set our the tables and chairs. Quite a few of our committee are also busy on Wednesdays, from Fire Officer cover to setting up the stage and looking after the help desk. 

Can I also thank Pat for her service on the committee and John who has now handed over liaison with the Mawdesley Village Hall to Michael, who has become a Trustee of the MVH. I must also thank Roger for looking after our money (very carefully).

Can I now refer to my invitation to the AGM which mentioned how important the next two years will be for our U3a. One year from now Roger (Treasurer), Sue (Vice Chair) and myself (Chair) all reach the end of our ‘terms of office’. It is vital that as soon as possible we find people to volunteer for these roles, in particular for the Treasurer’s position. Two years from now five more members of the committee have to finish, so come on – help to shape the future of our U3a.

Finally I refer you to the name of our organisation, ‘The University of the Third Age’. I thought that the Third Age was the time of life when actions creak (speak) louder than words.

Thank you.

Stuart Kirkman (Chair)



